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Thailand Social Movement on Rehabilitating Chiang Mai’s Mae Kha Canal
with Lanna’s Folkways Culture and History
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ABSTRACT

The original problems of Maekha Canal caused by the development of the city
without directions. It was started during 1967-1969 when the highway was constructed to
cross Ping River. Many swamps/water places were filled and owned by private. In 1982,
the Department of Public Works of Chiang Mai had also filled many swamps to build Ratanakosinth
Road. Later in 1987, the Department of Public Works of Chiang Mai together with the Chiang Mai
Municipality started building the road Ussadathon to connect Sriphoom Corner and
Rattanakosinth Road and that was the beginning of the whole problems of Maekha Canal,
which supported the drainage from the buildings along the canal.
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The activity to rehabilitate and restore the Mae Kha Canal in Chiang Mai Province

enhanced the prestige of Lanna’s history, culture, and folkways which illustrated as a New

Social Movement focusing on its community’s perception, responsibility, and collaboration

in crisis, rather than forcing government to respond or make a policy for someone’s interest.

Hence, the core value of building Civil Society or New Social Movement was Public Mind

development in Thai society.

KEYWORDS: New Social Movement, Public Mind, Way of Life in the City, Cultural, Chiang Mai
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